“Theatrical” 1.

INT. GUIDANCE OFFICE -- DAY
ALEX sits in a chair in BRENDA's office.

BRENDA
Do you know why I called you down
here?

Nothing from ALEX. Brenda hands her an academic transcript.

BRENDA (CONT.)
Did you receive your midterm
grades from your teachers?

ALEX
Yeah.

BRENDA
So nothing on this page is.a
surprise to you?

Alex doesn't respond.

BRENDA (CONT.)
Alex, you do know that- -to continue
performing at Chamberlain, you
need to keep all of your grades
above a C.

ALEX
I know.

BRENDA
And unless you raise these grades
by the end of the semester, you'll
be put on academic probation.

ALEX
I know.

BRENDA
That's going to require meetings
with the Dean of Academic Affairs,
your theatre advisor, your mothers
will have to come up and we'll
have to put together a plan for
you if you want to continue here.

Again, nothing.

BRENDA
Alex, no one wants to see you
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fail. I talked with your teachers,
and they are willing to extend
deadlines for the assignments you
missed. They also said that your
grade would improve significantly
if you participated in class.

ALEX
But, like, if I don't know the
answer, I'm not going to say
something and be wrong.

BRENDA
You might be surprised at how many
times you'll be right. You have to
take that first step though.
Speaking up.

ALEX
Yeah. Okay.

BRENDA
Is there anything else you want to
talk about?

Alex pauses.

ALEX
Yeah, actually. I'm kind of
worried about someone.

CUT TO:

EXT. SCHOOL CAMPUS -- NIGHT

Charlie and Keira walk home from rehearsal, Charlie
purposefully walking a bit faster to stay ahead. Keira does
her_best to catch up.

KEIRA
Charlie, don't give me that silent
treatment. If no one told her
about that rehearsal, then she'll
never know. After tech next week,
it'll all be over and we'll never
have to talk about any of this
again.

CHARLIE
It's not just that.

Charlie pulls Keira aside.



CHARLIE (CONT.)
Have you ever thought that maybe
they were right the other day?

KETIRA
What are you saying?

CHARLIE
We're not on the same page
anymore. When we run choreography,
one of us is always off. And
Keira, it's not me.

KETIRA
You've got to be kidding me.

CHARLIE

You've been the star dancer all
your life. It's easy for you to
coast by at a school like this.
But I have to work twice as hard
to be half as good as you, or
Kasey, or Mike, or anyone else.
I'm working my ass off every day
going over this choreography and
I'll bet you anything you go over
it once and you say it's fine.

KETRA
Charlie,.I've been taking dance
classes since I was three, you
can't blame me for picking things
up fast--

CHARLIE
Good for you. But if you're going
to be a dance captain, you can't
just run it once and trust that
you know it. You have to keep
working. And it really doesn't
seem like you're doing that.

KETIRA
I-- oh my god, are you kidding me?
Are you telling me how I'm
supposed to-- I got you the dance
captain role, Charlie. Ms. Bennett
didn't choose you, I asked her, I
was the one who saw that potential
in you. It was supposed to just be
me!

CHARLIE
I guess I should say thanks, then,
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because at least the cast has one
dance captain who's actually doing
their job.

KETIRA
Oh, fuck you.

CHARLIE
What is going on with you? You
haven't been acting like yourself,
you've been starting fights with
anyone who looks at you the wrong
way, everyone's afraid to even
talk to you because you'll say
they're accusing you--

KETIRA
Where is this coming from? You
said the two of us were a power
team.

CHARLIE
I'm not going into tech like this.
Because this isn't about me, or
anyone's drama, and I actually
care about the cast, and this
show, and we haven't been a "team
in weeks. Everyone deserves better
than whatever we are right now. If
you don't talk to Ms. Bennett by
tomorrow, I will.

KETIRA
I don't think you will, Charlie. I
know you, and if you're all for
keeping the cast close and happy
and.all that, I really don't think
you will.

Keira leaves, leaving Charlie alone.

END OF EXCERPT.



